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MEMOIRS OF BEIGADIER-GENEBAL JOHN LACEY, 

OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Continued from page 207.) 

July 9 th . The three Pennsy a Regiments — the first Com- 
manded by Colo 1 Dehaas ; 2d by Colo 1 S* Clear, and three 
Companies of the 4 th Commanded by Colo 1 Wayne, em- 
barked in Batteaus. I went with them ; having head winds 
did not arive there nntill after night. Two of the men be- 
longing to my Company, Levi Pell and "William Rogers, 
were left sick at Crown point, without a single person to 
attend them, who dyed for want, purely by Capt. Moore's 
neglect. On the Eleventh word was brought that the five 
absent Companies under Lieu* Colo 1 Johnston had arived at 
the landing on the North Bast end of Lake George about 
three miles distant from where we were Encamped. I im- 
mediately went to them ; Colo 1 Johnston & Major Honsiger, 
were loth to believe my relation of Colo 1 Wayne's Treat- 
ment to me. The Colo 1 however, engaged he would imme- 
diately have all difference ammicably. Next morning they 
came into Camp and erected their Tents near the other 
three Companies. Cap' Moore took the Command of his 
Own Company — mine was left without an officer as Lieu* 
Smith & Ensigne Beatty were both sick. I still remained 
at a distance and did not Join the Regiment — I had made 
it a practice no„t to pitch my Tent near Colo 1 Wayne or 
either of the three Companies — but Chose to be nearer those 
I conceived to be my Friends — had Joined Cap* Willets 
Com. of Colo 1 Dehaas Regiment he being a Bucks County 
man. Early in the Morning of the 18 th Colo 1 Johnston and 
Major Honsiger came to my Tent — the Major advised me to 
go and take care of my Company, as they appeared to be 
totally neglected and without an officer, Smith & Beatty 
being both sick — he said by way of persuasion, if I quit the 
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Armey as I had determined to do at this time & went home, 
it would be believed by everybody that I had been guilty of 
some crime for which I had to leave the Armey. I told 
him I had rather dye or live all my days in obscurity, than 
to continue under & subject to the Caprice of such an unjust 
tyrent as Colo 1 "Wayne. Colo 1 Johnston advised me by all 
means to take the Command of my Company — the Colo 1 he 
said had been rong, and my Character was not at all injured 
with any of my friends — if I would now go and Join the 
Comp y all our difference would be ended and forgotten, 
and that he would vouch that the Colo 1 would use me well 
in future ; that to contend would only aggravate & make 
matters worse. I offered him my Commission, but he re- 
fused to take it. Soon after he left me I rec a the Following 
note from Colo 1 Wayne — 

"Ticondeboga July 13 th 1776— 
"To Captain Lacey. 

"You are immediately to take the Command of your 
Company, and to appear with them on the Parade at half 
past 7 o'Clock this Morning. 

"Anth y Wayne." 

I immediately called on Colo 1 Dehaas, whome I had before 
consulted with concerning Colo 1 Wayne's Treatment, and 
he had stated my case to Gen 1 Gates, who promised him I 
should have Justice done me. I showd him Colo 1 Wayne's 
Order commanding me to take the Command of my Com- 
pany — he advised me by all means to take charge of the 
Comp y or Colo 1 Wayne would make my refusal a disobedience 
of Orders, in which he would have the advantage of me, 
and that if I took his advice, he would be my Friend. In 
consequence of which, I concluded it most prudent & ad- 
visable to Join the Company, tho with great reluction and 
regret — but as I had got my hand in the Lyon's mouth it 
was the wisest way to get it out as easy as I could ; but the 
Wound given me by Colo 1 Wayne was deep and incureable. 
I was resolved to leave the Armey the first oppertunity I 
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could Honourably depart from it, convinced Wayne had be- 
come my Personal & Bitter Enemy, he would suffer no good 
occasion to slip in gratifying his splene in punishing me for 
my reluctance in yielding to his arbitrary and unjust man- 
date, & by complaining to the Commanding Generals for 
redress. At the time appointed the whole of the Regiment 
had been Ordered to Parade, I placed myself at the Head 
of my Company — this was the first time the whole Regi- 
ment had met together — each Company taking its station 
in the line according to the Rank of the Captain, in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz. Pirst, Frasurs, 2 a Robinsons ; 3 Lacey's ; 
4 th North's; 5 Church's; 6 th Yarnum's; 7 th Taylors; 8 th 
Moore's. This being the first Organization of the Regi- 
ment, we incamped in the same Order, with the officers' 
Tents in the Rear. I ordered my Orderly sergant to make 
me a return of the Company, which to my inexpressable 
mortification I found to stand as follows, viz. one Cap 1 , 1 
Lieutenant, 1 Ensine, 2 Sergants, 2 Corparals, no Drum or 
Pifer, and but 48 privates — Ryan my second Lieu* had been 
appointed adjutant of the Regiment 2 Sergants & 2 Cor- 
perals had been lost at the three Rivers, the Drum & fife 
had deserted at Albany — having lost since I left the Com- 
pany on long Island, 2 Sergants, 2 Corperals, 2 Drum & 
fife and 28 Privates. The chagrin and mortification in find- 
ing the Company so reduced was almost insuportable and 
what made it still worse, those 28 missing Men, were the 
finest and best looking men belonging to the Comp y . I was 
again determined to resigne my Commission, but by the 
pursuasions of my Brother officers, and being convinced by 
sad experience I could not obtain any Redress, once more 
resolved if possible to worry out the Campain ; to leave it 
now, when danger was expected, looked too much like 
cowardice, and that I detested more than all the other 
calamities that had befallen me & this, I could not Brook 
rivitted me to the Spot. 

July 14 th . Tho Sunday, I was Ordered to take the com- 
mand of one Hundred and fifty Men — one Captain and two 
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Lieutenants, all of the Pennsy* line, to proceed with fifty 
Batteaus to Crown Point, to bring the 6 th Pennsy a Regi- 
ment to this Place — returned with them the next Day — I 
lodged at Crown point with Doc r Johnston of the 6 th Reg* 
whome I had before contracted a very friendly acquaint- 
ance. He was a Man possesing a very Noble and Philan- 
thropic mind, in him no hollow Friend was found, his pro- 
fessions of Friendship were sincere. Part of the New 
Jersey, New York and New England Troops went and en- 
camped on the East side of the lake, on a high point of 
Ground opposate the Old Fort which was called Mount 
Indipendanee, or Rattle Snake Hill, on account of the great 
numbers of that Venemous Serpent found there, on clearing 
off the Timber and under Wood, where the Troops pitched 
their Tents. On the 18 th the Pennsy a Troops moved from 
their encampment near the old Fort Ticonderoga, and En- 
camped along and within the old French lines on the high 
ground to the Northward and "Westward of the Fort. 
These fines consist of a string of Redoubts or Breast "Work, 
with a ditch on the outside, which had been picketed, and 
appeared to have once been a formadable works, but now 
gone very much to decay and out of repair. They extended 
across a point or Neck of Land from the Southern to the 
Northeast bend of Lake Champlain, as far as the hight ex- 
tended, to a Marsh or Morass on the Margin of the Lake. 
These lines or Redoubts appeared to be well calculated for 
defence against the sudden approach of an Enemy without 
Cannon, but required twice the number of Men composing 
the four Pennsy 3, Regiments to defend it. Colo 1 S' Clear 
having been appointed a Brigadier Gen 1 commanded the 
Pennsy" line, Colo 1 Winds Regiment of New Jersey, and 
some other Troops attached to the Brigade. 

The Troops Ofiicers and men lay in Tents, their daily oc- 
cupation was repairing the old lines and building new Re- 
doubts, not even Sundays excepted, ofiicers as well as men 
laboured in cutting brush making and toting fashines, and 
diging in the ditches, not a moments time was lost, and only 
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time allow'd to Eat. Fattigue and guard-mounting occu- 
pyed all our time. The following was the order of work 
viz. On the beating of the Revelee, which commenced at 
the Eire of the Morning Gun at the head Quarters of the 
Commander in Chief. At the moment the report of the 
Cannon was heard every Drum in Camp began to beat the 
Revelee, a little before or on the first appearance of Day 
brake, the Soldiers at the same instant seasing their Arms 
and accrutraments, rush forward to the Alarm posts — a place 
previously fixed for that purpose, there with the Officers 
they remain there ready for action untill, and sometimes 
after sunrise. As soon as it is sufficiently light to distinguish 
the Men, orders are given to go through the exercise of 
fireing, which is kept up untill the Troops are ordered to 
their Quarters, to get their brakefasts and at 7 at Troop 
Beating the Guards and Fattigue parties are turned out, 
who assemble opposate their respective Companies and are 
marched by Sergants to the Gen 1 Parade to be joined by 
others, and placed under the proper officers are sent to the 
Stations of the different Guards or Fattigue, according to 
the Order of the Detail of the Day. The sick having been 
on our first arival from Crown Point sent over Lake George 
to the Barracks at the south end of it, where they had good 
Quarters, those in Camp are geting well, and very few new 
Cases accrue, owing to our regular duty & better supplies 
which are now becoming very regular and plenty. "We 
begin to live like Christians and all in good Humour and 
Harmony. 

I omitted to mention in its proper place and time, some 
occurences in Canada, worthy of remark. My mind at 
that time was engaged in matters of deeper moment to my- 
self, on my personal account; these were in regard to our 
supplies, which were not only bad in quality, but scant and 
limitted in quantity. The Meal, I cannot call it flour, for it 
was hardly ground, it was what at my Father's Mill in 
Bucks County, we called Chopt for Horses and Cattle. 
Many a bushel I had Ground there for Hogs of far better 
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quality than the Meal we drew here to Eat, none of which had 
been Boalted ; we eat it Bran and all, some of it very musty. 
As to meat, we had none but rusty Pork, the Pickle, if any 
had ever been on it, had long since leaked from the Barrels, 
such as did not Stink was so rusty it could not be eaten ; 
but used in this manner, as I saw and had it done myself. 
The Meat was cut in Slices, stewed over the fire in a pan or 
other vessel, untill the lard was extracted, when the Meat 
was thrown away, making the Meal & Bran into a batter 
with water, pouring it into the hot lard, holding over the 
Fire a short time, we had a very ritch and eatable Cake, 
which served both for Meat and Bread — a small portion of 
Tea or Chocolate sweetned with Maple sugar satisfyed our 
repast. This would have done very well could we but 
procured enough of it — we seldom drew more than half 
the rassion & often not one third. As for fresh Meat, I 
dont recollect seeing any, it was in the season when Cattle 
in Canada was very poor, the Crass and Herbage was now 
in rapid progression and I have no doubt but Autom will 
produce plenty of good and Fat Beef. I saw a great many 
fine Cattle Browsing especially on the Islands and Southern 
Banks of the main lands as I passed down the S* Lawrence 
from Montreall to the mouth of the River Sorrell, and 
where we halted, discovered plenty of Milck & good rye 
bread in the Houses of the Inhabitants, which they were 
very willing to sell for hard money, but refused our Paper. 
Lieut. Colo 1 Johnston brought with him the Declaration 
of Congress of the Indipendance of America on the 4 th 
inst. it made a little Buze, but soon subsided & was for- 
gotten. A few Officers left the Armey in consiquence of it, 
among whome was Lieu* Collan Allen. Lieu* Smith still 
continuing sick had taken his residence at the Saw Mills 
about 3 miles from our Camp, at the Eapids between Lake 
George & lake Champlain — I went to see him, found him 
more indisposed in Mind than Body, prevailed on him to 
accompany me to Camp, and take his Qtr s in my Tent. I 
had procured some Boards from the Saw Mill, made a good 
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and Drie floor, raised the sides of my Tent two Boards 
high, made a Chimny & fireplace at the back end with 
Sods of Dirt or Earth, which made it a commodious habi- 
tation. Having first sat the Example it was soon followed 
by all the other Officers, many of whome exceeded mine by 
carrying the sides of their Tents higher with Boards, with 
more commodious fireplaces, having improved on my Plan. 

Erom the 18 th of July to the first of September, very 
little occurence of Note took place, Pattigue and Guards 
mounting was the principle duty & requires no partic- 
ular notice; but on the begining of Sep* reinforcements 
were daily ariving from different Quarters. A more 
serious and formadable and warlike Aspect semed to per- 
vade the whole Armey of Mount Independance, the other 
the Armey of Ticonderoga. Gen 1 S* Clears command at the 
old Erench Lines, the Pennsy* Troops & part of the Jersey 
line — Gen 1 , Brigade and Regimental Orders were issued 
every day, gave so detailed an ace* of the Occurrences in the 
Camp, and having a book wherein was coppyed the Orders 
of the Day. I here omitted to continue my Journal, de- 
pending on these Gen 1 Orders for an out line of the History 
of the times. One occurrence, however, I shall notice in 
my Journal before I discontinue it, because it discloses an 
important instance of Colo 1 Wayne's good will and attach- 
ment to me, and is a link of the chain of his persicutions. 

Having been on a Scouting with Lieu* Bead absent three 
Days, during which time a supply of Spirits arived in Camp 
for the Officers, our rations were retained untill our return, 
being very much fattigued concluded to put the whole to- 
gether and have one good drink. We invited a few of 
our Eriends, and after Dark, retired to my Tent. Being 
woried and not having eaten any Food the last Day we were 
absent, — our provisions being expended — the Spirits having 
the greater effect on our empty Stomacks, got the better of 
us. It being late and after tattoo beating, we supposed 
ourselves unnoticed, was louder in our conversation than we 
ought to have been, Colo 1 Wayne, whose Markee was at no 
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great distance, hearing something that displeased him, 
altho none of us remember saying any thing about him, or 
even mentioning his Name the course of the Evening. He, 
however, next morning sent Adjutant Ryan to demand my 
Sword, to put me under an arrest, with Orders that I must 
remain in my Tent. No notice was taken of the other 
officers that were with me the previous evening. I de- 
manded of the Adjutant a statement of the crime for 
which I was arrested, as I was thus to remain a Prisoner in 
my Tent. I supposed it must be a capatal offence, and as I 
was coneious of committing none to my knowledge, that 
it was requisite I should know the charge, to prepare my- 
self to make my defence, as I was deprived of my liberty, 
by being a prisoner in my own Tent, I must procure some 
Friend to act for me — but not knowing my offence I was 
entirely at a loss how to act. He replyed the Colo 1 had not 
told him, and only commanded him to demand my Sword 
& inform me that I was to consider myself under arrest, 
and not to leave my Tent. I sent for the Officers who had 
been with me the night before, who all declared they did 
not remember that Colo 1 Wayne's name was mentioned 
once during the Evening. They all agreed I was the 
soberest person in Company. Conceiving myself innosent, 
or at least not knowing wherein I had transgressed against 
any of the Rules or articles of War, I remained in my 
Tent a passive prisoner untill the next Day, when I wrote 
the Colo 1 a very civil note requesting him to be so good as 
to send me in writing the purport of the crime or offence 
for which I had been placed under an Arrest by his Orders, 
which I prevailed on Major Honsiggar to deliver to him — 
but he sent me no reply. I s«nt for Colo 1 Johnston, who 
knowing the irritibility of Colo 1 Wayne and not willing to 
offend him refused to come. All the other Officers of the 
Regiment, excepting Robinson & Moore, called on me in 
the Course of the day — several of them had been at my 
Tent the Evening before — all declared they had not seen 
nor heard a single occurrence that related to any transaction 
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of the Colonels, that while they were with us, we were all 
in high good humour. Some of them said they saw the 
Colo 1 soon after they left us, standing near my Tent listning 
to us ; that he remained there for some time, and during 
the time they heard us laugh very harty & loud, but could 
not hear what was said. I remained in my Tent to the 
third day, not hearing anything from the Colo 1 , I drew up 
a statement of Colo 1 "Waynes Treatment to me, including 
the Former as well as the present case, which I sent to 
Gen 1 S' Clear, requesting a Court Martial, that I might be 
acquitted or condemned ; that I only demanded Justice ; 
that my Character had already sustained much injury by 
implication of Colo 1 Waynes Conduct to me, and that my 
Future reputation, my own satisfaction as well as that of 
my Friends demanded it, being confined a prisoner to my 
Tent. I beged the Gen 1 would Order my releasement so far 
as to be permitted to procure testamony and prepare for my 
defence. Being aware of bringing any of the officers of 
my own Regiment under Colo 1 Waynes displeasure, and 
being unable to leave my Tent without incuring a breach 
of Order, which was what Colo 1 Wayne wished, I sent for 
my Friend Cap* Willit of the first Pennsy a Regiment, who 
gave my statement and application to G-en 1 S' Clear, un- 
sealed to Colo 1 Dehaas who delivered it to the Gen 1 . 

On the same Evening Adjutant Ryan called on me, de- 
livered me my Sword, and informed me I was at liberty, 
that the Colo 1 had withdrawn the Arrest. I required of 
him to inform me what was the cause of the arrest, and 
why he had withdrawn it ; he said the Colo 1 had not in- 
form'd him. I accepted my Sword, but told him I must 
have a hearing, that I had applyed to Gen 1 S' Clear and ex- 
pected him to appoint a Court Martial. I immediately went 
to Gen 1 S* Clears Head Quarters, Colo ls Wayne, Dehaas, & 
Hartley of the 6 th Pensy" Regiment was there. I address'd 
the Gen 1 , stating that my case had become the Theme of 
every Officer of the Armey, at least in the Pennsy a Line, 
that I demanded an investigation, and hoped the Gen 1 would 
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do me the Justice to grant it. That I had long lain under 
a Sensure for disobedience of Orders, and had already been 
sorely punished for it by the Orders of Colo 1 Wayne, with- 
out a tryal, or conviction, and that the present occasion 
offered a fair opertunity for an investigation, which I very 
anxiously wished the Gen 1 would be pleased to indulge me 
in, that I hoped a measure of that kind would put an end 
to all differences between me and the Colo 1 in future, and 
that if I was guilty of any Crime I wished it to appear, and 
I only wanted Justice, which I conceived every Officer & 
Soldier in the Armey was intitled to. My mind had been 
worked up to a kind of Frensey, I did not feel much what 
I said or did, but fortunately, I had resolution to keep my 
Temper, was quite coole and collected. 

Wayne nor any of the other Officers said a word> but I 
could see the Choler rise in his Face & his Bosom heave 
with indignation, which he curbed with difficulty. After I 
had done, the Gen 1 said, as I had accepted my Sword and 
was from under an arrest he could not on the present occa- 
sion interfere in my case, and hoped as matters now stood, 
the Colo 1 and me would be good Friends in future. Find- 
ing I had ignorantly made a mistake in accepting my Sword 
which I ought to have refused, I withdrew and return* to 
my Quarters, where I spent the Night in meditations. 
Altho this affare had passed away still my mind was far 
from being reposed, the evidence left was clear, the canker 
in the Colo ls Breast was unabated, that he had imbibed 
without a Just cause a powerful prejudise, which the first 
sure occasion would lead him to seize with avidity to crush 
me altogether in satisfaction to his spleen, for my daring to 
complain to his Superiors of his Maltreatment of me, 
which his high & Haughty mind can never forgive, and to 
expect it I would be deceived. 

The Colo 1 is a Tyrent in his very Nature, of an implaca- 
ble temper, once offended always cruel and unforgiving, 
waiting only like a beast of Prey to make a sure and safe 
stroke on his prey. Considering myself thus precariously 
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situated and all my future prospects of peace, happyness or 
promotion to be in Jeperdey under the Controle of such a 
being, I came to a full and decided determination to quit 
the Armey as soon as the Campain ended. To quit it 
now, when danger was said to be approaching would have 
the appearance of Cowardice ; on that score I could not for- 
give myself and which I was resolved should not be laid to 
my charge. Early next morning after dismissing the Men 
from the Morning Alarm post, I called at the Colo ls Mar- 
kee ; Cap te Robinson & Moore were present. I told Colo 1 
Wayne I was exceeding sorry such a Misunderstanding ex- 
isted between us, and that he had taken such a deep preju- 
dice against me, which imbittered both our lives, and ren- 
dered us alike uncomfortable ; that I had called to inform 
him, I had come to a resolution as soon as the Campain 
had ended to leave the Armey, and hoped we might live in 
harmony untill that time arrived. That I did not wish to 
leave it now when we expected the Enemy to pay us a visit 
soon, to leave at such a time would look like cowardice, and 
that I did not wish to lay under such a charge. I never saw 
the Colo 1 so much beat before, he stammard, said he was will- 
ing to give me satisfaction if he had injured me, that he was 
not prejudiced against me, and asked me to stay and take 
breakfast with him, which I declined, returned to my Tent, 
resolved to do my duty in every thing to the utmost extent 
of my Abilities, and not to be absent a moment from duty 
or fain myself sick, as had been the case with some others, 
especially the Colo 18 favorites Robinson & Moore. I felt my 
mind more composed on the final determination of quiting 
the Armey at the end of the Campain, if I survived the 
approaching conflict we expected with the Enemy, whome 
we learnt from our spies were expected to pay us a visit, 
and that we might expect them ere long. On our part were 
equally industerous to prepare for their reception, and to 
meet their attack, we laboured with increased industery in 
repairing old "Works and building new Batteries along the 
edge of the lake to oppose their approach by water. 
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Hitherto I had acquired a very slender knowledge of 
Mankind, or at all troubled my mind on the topick, or study 
of Human Nature ; I had been led away by fancey, in pur- 
suit of a Butterfly, a fantom, something, Nothing, I knew 
not what. I had supposed every body was as simple as my- 
self, and never drempt of deep designs and whiley schemes 
of speculating and ambitious Men of Craft and cuning 
swindlers and deceptive knaves, of Mean Sycofants, Toad- 
eaters, & spittle lickers to great Men, Flatterers & Buffoons 
or any thing to be favourites. I had lately been in a Copi- 
ous School, had seen much and felt more, I have worshiped 
largely on the Altar of adversity. On the Onset of my 
Public career I was a profound novise of the World, or the 
motives that lead and Govern Mankind, perhaps the vicici- 
tudes of my late adventers may be profitable lesson to me. 
I am sometimes almost ready to dispond, considering my 
fortune to be unluckey, and that my evil Jenius attends me 
on all occasions, in every vicicitude of my life & wherever 
I go altho one perplexing disappointment is following close 
on the heels of another, and every step I take is marked 
with misfortune still the ennergy of my mind is unbroken ; 
it becomes more vigerous as Calamities beset me, neither is 
my Patriotism shaken, yet with sorrow I see or think I dis- 
cover men acting from very different motives I have pre- 
dicated to be the government of my own. Very few if any 
appear to act on open pure and disinterested principles ; by 
their conduct one would suppose their patriotism to be an 
empty name, guided alone by private pique and personal 
resentment, by restless ambition or desperate fortune, of 
party and factuous spirits, and relentless persecution, bear- 
ing down every thing in their way to the Seat of Power or 
promotion. Such I fear are the motives which guide too 
many in their pursuit of wealth or preferment. Not being 
influenced by the benevolent Spirit of Universal Public 
good. I do not say all men are thus contaminated with 
evil, but I can say to a sertainty, I have found more of this 
class than I wish, and I deplore the misfortune of their 
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Alliance, nor shall I hesitate to say it of Colo 1 Wayne, and 
that he sacrifices largely on the Altar of self pride and 
Ambitious Tyranny. I know very little of Cap* Robinson, 
he keeps himself very close within the Vortex of the Colo 18 
Patrimony; but this I know when any extra duty is re- 
quired, he is sure to be sick, and never fails to faint at the 
sight of human Blood. Cap* Moore is more of a Bully ; he 
is of profligate and debauched morrels, a mean Cringing 
and servile flatterer, crouching at the Colo ls Feet, to secure 
a place in his Royal favour, a seat at his Table & Lodging 
in his Markee. A total stranger to all the Noble and 
manly feelings incident to a free and Independant mind. 
They two were "Waynes constant companions, inmates of the 
same Markee, Dined, Suped and lodged togeather. None 
of the other Oflicers of the Regiment were suffered to ap- 
proach them or invited to eat or drink a drop, at the Colo 18 
Festive Board ; no one troubled them, unless .called there 
on business. The Colo 18 partiality to them was such, as to 
disgust all the other Officers of the Regiment. 

On taking a retrespective view of my life up to this Day 
I have abundant matter of regret in my buget to dispose 
of it properly is no easy task. A large account must go on 
the Debit side to my Parents, a large share to my own 
Nature, and the resedue, or Ballanee of accompt to For- 
tune: The G-oddis of the distinies of Man. Altho my 
Parents possessed no absolute power to direct the distinies 
of my life, yet they had the power over my Actions 
during my Minority, a full controle which they neglected, 
over my education, which alone had the most powerful in- 
fluence on my future actions, in fiting me for useful imploy- 
ment as well in public as private life, expanding my mind, 
enlarging my Ideas, and preparing me to see and Judge 
correctly of Men and things as they really were ; to guard 
against deception, Flattery, false pride, and all the hosts of 
Siren elurements that hover about the minds of youth, too 
often the fatal cause of their devoted calamities. 

I was young, my mind fleeting, every thing about me 
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clothed in deceptive colers ; it was impossible I should see 
or Judge correctly ; my mind was not prepared by educa- 
tion to the Sphere of my actions. Judgment must there- 
fore go against my Parents, and I thus get rid of the first 
charge. Next in order is my own Nature, how am I to dis- 
pose of that seeing so large a charge to go to the account 
of the first rudiments, first impressions made on the tender 
mind of Youth on its onset. Altho it will be admitted a 
large account ought to go to the affare of Education still 
their is due to Nature, to instinct, to Jenius & Capacity no 
small account, they must of course bear their share. As to 
the Ballance which I have exhibitted against Fortune. 
Perhaps that Pickle Groddis in true Justice might be 
chargable with the whole Debt of errors, as she alone semes 
to have the controling Power over all, and the distinies of 
men intirely subject to her Will. Having thus Ballanced 
the Ace* of errors on placing them to their proper Debits 
up to this time ; still I find no profit by the Work, no gain, 
all blank, and my distiny unsettled — thrown into a misteri- 
ous World, lyable to unforeseen, and uncontrolable misfor- 
tunes — and without a hope that my future life will be at- 
tended with less capricious events than my Past — seeing 
this World to be full of evils, which requires more than 
human eyes to foresee or human Wisdom to shun, having 
ended my miditations, sat down exactly where I begun. 

(To be continued.) 



